
The Bible has been attacked and ridiculed by sceptics and atheists for
centuries. But it stands unscathed, and remains the best-selling book in the
world. It’s message has shaped our world in amazing ways, and inspired both
good science and social reforms. Take a fresh look at the Bible.

REATURES that have a symbiotic relationship
(where two different kinds depend upon each

other for survival) present a particular problem for
the evolution theory. An excellent example is the
case of the Goby and the Pistol or Snapping Shrimp.

The Goby and the Shrimp
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These shrimps have poor eyesight, so when they make a
burrow they share it with a goby fish, which acts as its
“eyes.” The goby and shrimp keep in contact with each
other, the shrimp using its antennae. When alarmed the
goby flicks the shrimp with its tail, and they both head for
safety in their burrow. This is why these gobies are some-

times called watchman go-
bies. This special relationship
benefits both: the shrimp gets
a warning of approaching dan-
ger, and the goby gets a safe
place to lay its eggs.
 Neither of these creatures
can survive without the other,
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A lady told her friend, “My cat plays chess with me.”
“It must be a very smart  cat,” said the friend,

“Not really,” the lady replied, “I nearly always win.”

A Goby

so they pair for life when both goby and shrimp are
very young. In order for this relationship to work, the
reproductive systems of both goby and shrimp, which
are very different, are synchronized so that shrimp
and goby young are born at the same time, ready to
pair up.
 It seems impossible that this amazing and complex
relationship could have evolved gradually. If the goby
and shrimp need each other to survive, how could
they have survived while this relationship was slowly
evolving? Design by a wise Creator is a far better
explanation.

Many people dismiss the Bible as just a collection of ancient writings. But

people who say such things haven’t done their homework. The Bible was

way ahead of its time with some scientific concepts, and both archaeolo-

gy and fulfilled prophecy support the Bible’s claim to be inspired by God.

The literary evidence for the Bible’s trustworthiness is also impressive. There

are 5,686 Greek manuscripts of parts of the Bible in existence today – some

very ancient. There is more reason to reject historical accounts of Plato,

Aristotle, Homer and Caesar, since the written evidence is tiny in comparison.

  The Bible is unique. It is actually a collection of 66 books written by around 40

different people over the course of about 2,000 years, and it has an amazing

unity. It begins with the creation of all things, including human beings in God's

image. It explains what went wrong with the world, and how God came to

rescue the human race through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It

also tells us that God will wind up human history when Jesus returns in

power and glory as King and Judge.

  The Bible’s claim that humans are created in God’s image has encour-

aged many people to challenge injustice. It inspired William Wilberforce

and others to fight to abolish slavery, Lord Shaftesbury to abolish child

labour, and Elizabeth Fry to campaign for better prison conditions.

  The Bible claims to be a message to us from the Creator of the universe.

If that is true, it’s the most important book in the world, and we ignore its message at our peril!  One

of the most convincing evidences for the Bible’s authenticity is its power to transform lives. Millions of

people testify that through its message they have had a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, who

has given them forgiveness, purpose and hope. This proves the Bible’s claim: “Anyone who belongs

to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” (2 Corinthians 5: 17,

New Living Translation). See www.the-real-thing.org.uk and www.josh.org for more on Christianity.
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SPECIAL THEME:SPECIAL THEME:

The bibleThe bible

THE BIBLETHE BIBLE STANDS!STANDS!

400 years ago, in 1611, a new
English translation of the Bible
was completed. It was called
the King James Bible, be-
cause James 1st of England
ordered  the project. Although
a new translation, it was
based on earlier work by Wil-
liam Tyndale and John
Wycliffe, and became the
most popular translation in the
English-speaking world.

The Bible and ScienceThe Bible and Science
Lots of people believe that science has made it impos-

sible to take the Bible seriously. Of course, the Bible is

not a science textbook, but it contains many references

to scientific issues, many of which were far ahead of

their time (see inside). Archaeological discoveries also

support the Bible’s record of history.

 There are certainly theories which are opposed to what

the Bible teaches, but no scientific fact has ever proved

any part of the Bible to be untrue. All the pioneers  of

our major scientific disci-

plines were people who be-

lieved the Bible, and there

are thousands of scientists

alive today who see no con-

flict between their work

and belief in the Bible.

CENTRAL BELIEF OF CHRISTIANITY

The central belief of Christianity is  that Jesus Christ rose

from the dead. Can the resurrection be proved scientifi-

cally? Of course not! It’s not a scientific matter but an

historical one. Like all historical events, it is based on

the testimony of witnesses who were there. Hundreds of

people saw Jesus alive after he was certified dead. Their

claims ring true and the evidence stands up.

CORRECTION: In Original View
No. 63, the diagram of the ap-
pendix was wrongly arrowed.
The correct diagram is below.

INSIDE:
Science in the Bible

The ‘Flat Earth’ myth

In the News: Building a brain

Digging up Bible History: prophecy

Well Designed: Shrimps and Gobies

A book to be trusted

A BOOK TO BE TRUSTED

Teacher: Glenn, how do you spell 'crocodile?'
Glenn: K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L'
Teacher: No, that's wrong.

Glenn: Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me how I spell it.

WHAT WE WERE TOLD IN PHYSICS

TODAY, EV, WAS TOTALLY DIFFERENT

TO WHAT THEY TOLD US LAST YEAR

BUT THAT WAS LAST

YEAR, GEN. SCIENCE

MOVES ON!

THAT’S WHAT’s so GREAT

ABOUT THE BIBLE, ev — IT

DOESN’T  CHANGE!



Many people refuse to believe that the Bible contains a reliable historical
record of events, Yet, over and over again, archaeological discoveries
have proved the sceptics wrong, and confirmed the Bible. Famous Jewish
archaeologist Nelson Glueck, wrote:  "It may be stated categorically that
no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a Biblical reference."1

 Although many earlier archaeologists claimed that the Old Testament
record of events did not fit with the dates of their excavations, British
archaeologist David Rohl — a non-Christian with no axe to grind — has
refuted these claims and has produced a revised chronology which shows
that the Bible record can be regarded as an accurate history.2

1. Rivers in the Desert, Grove Books, 1959. 2. See From Eden to Exile and A Test of Time:
The Bible from Myth to History – a Sunday Times best-seller — both published by Arrow
Books,  and available from amazon.co.uk
For more on Biblical archaeology, see www.biblearchaeology.org
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OUTH African-Israeli professor Henry Markram has announced plans to build

a copy of the human brain. He is applying to the European Union for funding

of 1 billion euros, and hopes to complete ‘The Human Brain Project’ by 2023.1

 The human brain is an amazing living computer. It has 100 billion neurons, and

each neuron has 1000 connections, which means that your brain has 100 trillion

connections. Such a number is beyond our power to grasp, but just to count the

connections to the cortex at one per second would take 32 million years! Dr.

Michael Denton compared the number of connections to the number of leaves in

a forest covering half of the United States, and commented: ”To assemble an

object remotely resembling the brain (below left), would take an eternity even

applying the most sophisticated engineering techniques.”2

 Researchers at the Stamford School of Medicine “found that the brain's complexity is beyond anything they'd

imagined, almost to the point of being beyond belief.”  One of them, Professor Stephen Smith, commented: “A

single human brain has more switches than all the computers and routers and Internet connections on Earth.”3  So

how does Professor Markram suppose he can make a copy? First of all, he won’t really be

making a brain — just a super-computer capable of a billion billion operations. Science writer

Roger Highfield commented: “It still wouldn’t be as smart as any one of us.”1

Of course, our brains are not really computers, but living organisms, which give us a

personality, free-will and self-consciousness. However powerful a computer Professor

Markram and his team succeed in making, it will have none of these qualities. But they will

have proved one thing: it takes brains to make a brain, even an inferior mechanical model,

and underline the fact that our amazing brains needed a Designer.  Surely that’s a no-brainer!

1. Daily Telegraph 24th June 2011. 2. Evolution: a Theory in Crisis, Burnett Books, 1985,  pp. 330-331.

3. CNet News 17th November 2010.

Some people claim that the Bible says the earth is flat and supported
in some way. Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, long
before most people realised the truth, the Bible got it right. In one of

the Bible’s oldest books — the Book of
Job — we read, “He spreads out the
northern skies over empty space; he sus-
pends the earth over nothing.” (Job 26:
7). In the book of Isaiah chapter 40: 22,
there is reference to “the circle of the
earth.” The Hebrew word for “circle” can
be translated as “globe” or “sphere”, and
several translations reflect this, e.g. “It is
he that sitteth up-
on the globe of

the earth.” (Douay-Rheims 1899 American
Edition). “God sits high above the round ball
of earth.” (Message version).
The idea that the earth is flat was never
widely believed. As long ago as the 4th cen-
tury B.C. Aristotle taught that the earth was a
sphere.
 The popular story that people were afraid
that Christopher Columbus would sail off the
edge of the world when he travelled west in
the 15th century is nothing but a myth!

SCIENCE IN THE BIBLE

Astronomers tell us that we live in an expanding universe,

with the stars and galaxies moving away from each other.

There are a number of Bible passages which say that God

“stretched out the heavens.” e.g. “My own hands stretched

out the heavens; I marshalled their starry hosts.” (Isaiah 45:

12). Does this refer to the expansion of the universe

thousands of years before astronomers discovered it? Until

telescopes were invented, a maximum of 5,000 stars were

visible to the naked eye. Yet the Old Testament (e.g.

Jeremiah 33: 22) declares that the number of stars was

greater than could be counted, comparable with the

number of grains of sand on the seashore – in other words

many billions. Modern space research has confirmed this. In

fact, some astronomers believe there are ten times as many

stars in the universe as there are grains of sand in all the

world’s beaches and deserts!* They estimate the number as

being 70 sextillion, or seven followed by 22 zeroes!

  The Bible tells us that God the Creator, “determines the

number of the stars and calls them each by name.” (Psalm

147: 4). No wonder the writer of that Psalm concluded with

the words, “Praise the Lord”!
*The Bible only refers to the sand on the seashore.

IT TAKES BRAINS TO MAKE A BRAIN!

The ‘Flat earth’ myth
In Job 26: 10 we
read, “He marks out
the horizon on the
face of the waters
for a boundary be-
tween light and
darkness.”  — a
clear reference to a

round earth. Jesus Christ said that, when He
returns to earth, some people will be asleep
in bed, while others will be working, meaning
that both day and night occur at the same
time. (Luke 17: 34-35). This is only possible
if the earth is rotating,
with one side in dark-
ness and the other in
daylight.
 Christian writers such
as the Venerable Bede
(673-735 A.D.) also ac-
cepted this. Bede
(right) wrote that the
unequal length of daylight was due to "the
roundness of the Earth”,  and that the earth
was “set like a sphere in the middle of the
whole universe."

Globe made by Martin
Behaim in 1492.
Wikipedia photo

It is now a well-known fact that the rain and snow which fall

to earth are evaporated by the sun to become clouds, which

eventually will water the earth again. We call it the water

cycle (hydrologic cycle). But before the 16th century many

natural philosophers accepted the Greek idea that rainfall

was insufficient to feed springs and rivers, and that they

were replenished by purified sea water from deep within the

earth. However, in 1580, Frenchman Bernard Palissy, a

believing Christian, proposed the theory of the water cycle.

He wrote, “I have found grace before God, who has re-

vealed to me secrets which until now have remained un-

known to men.”1  Remarkably, the Bible described the

water cycle in about 1520 B.C. “He draws up the drops of

water, which distil as rain to the streams; the clouds pour

down their moisture and abundant showers fall on man-

kind.” (Job 36: 27-28). It is also mentioned elsewhere in the

Old Testament, e.g. “All streams flow into the sea,  yet the

sea is never full. To the place the streams come from,  there

they return again.” (Ecclesiastes 1: 7) “He makes clouds

rise from the ends of the earth .” (Jeremiah 10: 13)
1. www.strangescience.net/palissy.htm

The Bible records that in about 1451 B.C. the Israelites,
led by Joshua, marched around the walls of the city of
Jericho for seven days, then “at the sound of the trumpet,
when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed.”
(Joshua 6: 20). For many years sceptics doubted the
story, but archaeologists have completed a number of
excavations at the Jericho site, and found the remains of
the collapsed walls — evidence consistent with the story
in Joshua chapter 6. Archaeologist Dr Bryant Wood
says, “Three major expeditions to the site over the past
90 years uncovered abundant evidence to support the
Biblical account.”

The walls of Jericho really fell down!

Cylinder of Cyrus proclaiming restoration of the
temples. 538 BC (British Museum).

Evidence of fulfilled prophecy

Hundreds of fulfilled prophecies — many writ-
ten hundreds of years before the event —
provide strong evidence for the Bible’s divine
origin.1 One notable example concerns Cyrus
the Great of Persia.  In around 608 BC the
Babylonian army conquered Jerusalem, and
later exiled the Jews to Babylon.  About 100
years before this happened, the prophet Isaiah
predicted that a king named Cyrus would allow
the Jews to return home and the city of Jerusa-
lem and its temple to be rebuilt.2 When Isaiah
wrote this, the people had not yet been taken
into exile, and Cyrus wasn’t even born until
about 100 years later! The Babylonian Empire
was later conquered by Persia, and in 559 BC
Cyrus became emperor. In 538 BC Cyrus is-
sued a decree that the Jews should return and
that their city and temple should be rebuilt.3

Such a detailed fulfilment of a specific predic-
tion is beyond the reach of chance.

Dr Bryant Wood by the
collapsed walls of Jericho

The British Museum contains lots of archaeological evidence in support of the
Bible. Just type “British museum biblical archaeology” into your search engine.
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Are you up to the e100 challenge? See www.e100challenge.org.uk

1. For more on Bible prophecy see
http://christiananswers.net/q-aiia/prophecy1.html
2. Isaiah 44: 28 & 45: 1-4. 3. Ezra 1: 1-4.


